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Welcome to Spanish 2! I’m excited to help you improve your proficiency in Spanish this year. Everyone is starting in a 
different place, but my hope is that we will all be at the Novice High level or higher, as defined by the American Council for 
the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Aim to speak in complete sentences and feel comfortable in situations that we 
practice in class. 

Availability

I am available to help at school during or after 7th block on Mondays and during or after Forum on Thursdays. I usually stay 
at school until 4:15. Please contact me and let me know if you’d like to come get some help during one of those times. 

Grades

I weight my grades by category to ensure that different types of assignments are worth an appropriate portion of your grade. 
I use 4 categories in the gradebook. 

Participation 

Knowledge

Assessment

Desarrollo

Unlike many classes, I do not weight the quarters. Your semester is cumulative. Your final grade is based on 80% semester 
grade and 20% midterm/final exam. 

These are classwork and homework assignments that are usually self-graded and given credit for 

completeness and timeliness, but not accuracy. This is 15% of your semester grade. 

These are assessments or assignments that measure what you know about the language 

(grammar, vocabulary, cultural facts) This is 15% of your semester grade. 

This is the bulk of your grade and is made up of assessments that measure what you can do wtih 

the language. This is 70% of your semester grade. 

This is a category to keep track of pretest scores and practice that is good to look at, but doesn’t 

need to factor in to the grade. This is 0% of your semester grade. 

Materials

We do not have a book for this class, so it is vitally important that you have a place to keep handouts organized and 
somewhere to take notes. 

Extra Practice

I will be giving a variety of opportunities for additional practice and extension homework. These won’t be for extra credit, but 
I will keep track of who is doing extra practice. I take this into consideration when you ask for extended deadlines, chances 
to do extra credit, etc. 

Retakes

I offer retakes at my discretion. I will ask you to write me a reflection about why you need it and what you can do to improve 
before you are allowed a retake. If you miss your appointment to do a retake without notifying me, you forfeit the 
opportunity. Retakes must be completed within 1 week of your receiving the test back. Reading and listening can not be 
retaken 

Absences

It is your responsibility to get work and turn in work after an absence. Please talk to me when I have more time to think (not 
just in passing) so I can give you the attention you need. If you are unexcused, any work due or assigned that day will not be 
accepted. 



Vacations/Exams

In the past few years, many students (or their parents) have scheduled vacations during the week of exams. While I know 
there are occasionally extenuating circumstances, please know that it is a big imposition to ask to take exams early. Giving 
exams requires detailed planning and pushing the timeline for this is very difficult for your teachers. Tell your parents...

Cell Phones

Student phones will play a clearly defined role in class, because, without proper management, they often become obstacles 
to learning. Students will be asked to pull out their phones at times for pre-planned activities and should keep them put 
away until those moments. I do not want to see them. They should be kept, ideally, somewhere their vibrating will not tempt 
you to look at them. If your phone is a distraction in class, I will take it and keep it until the end of class.  More serious 
consequences are possible for habitual problems.

Academic Integrity & Honesty

I cannot stress enough that you should not use a translator when completing work.  Not for one word at a time, not for 
little parts of it, not at all.  It is plagiarism. You can use an online dictionary, but never a translator.  If I suspect you have 
used a translator, or that you’ve gotten too much help from someone else on your writing, I will ask you to re-write your 
piece and reduce your grade. One good online dictionary is wordreference.com.

 
Any test, paper, report or other classwork turned in under your name, should be your own original work.  Anything you turn 
in should not be work that has previously been submitted in another class by you or by any other student in any other class. 
If you use words, phrases or sentences from any other person, website, book, magazine or other source you must 
acknowledge that other source.  Generally, if you are using exact phrases or sentences, you should place “quotation marks” 
around those phrases or words.  Quotation marks should be used if you read the exact words on paper OR if someone 
spoke those exact words aloud.  If you use the ideas from another source, even if you put those ideas in your own words by 
paraphrasing, you need to acknowledge that source.  If you are not sure about whether or not you need to give a credit to 
another source, then you should ask your teacher. Further, if you assist or collaborate in any time of academic dishonesty 
including giving, selling or loaning your work to someone who uses it to plagiarize you are colluding.  If you create or 
facilitate a shared file, dropbox or database where students can access the work of others without proper attribution, 
regardless of your intent, you may be subject to consequences as outlined for this course and in the Student Rights & 
Responsibilities Guide.


